
www.applesnoats.com                Page  52          319-365-7314

This IA horse is tethered within mere FEET of a busy highway.

Again, LAWS MUST CHANGE in order to protect our 

equines in Iowa against this type of neglect/abuse. 

I simply can’t repeat this enough! - Karla

By Karla Sibert, President IERAL
(Iowa Equine Rescue & Awareness League)

PO Box 8726 • Cedar Rapids, IA 52408
ksibert@infi online.net

 When a horse is tethered in a roadside ditch to eat the grass 
there, can anything be done about the hazards to both automobile 
drivers and the horse? 

 This is just one topic of interest that requires review within the 
current Iowa Livestock laws. 
 During equine investigations, IERAL  often runs across this  
commonplace practice. Some horse owners surprisingly feel that, “it 
is ok!” to tether their horse(s) in the county ditch.   
 Is this against the law? 
 Nope!
 Tethering is legal in all 50 states, and frankly, in Iowa, it is more that 
just an animal welfare issue. It is a car and driver issue as well. Most 
horses have rope, chain, or cable burns around their legs and necks, 
and yet some county offi cials feel the need to turn the other way, 
ignoring the fact that this is a welfare issue. 
 When an owner tethers his horse in the ditch for grazing, how 
does the animal obtain the water that is required by law?  
 What about a horse giving birth in a ditch while being tethered 
to a county fence post, and then the colt dies 48 hours later? Who is 
responsible for the welfare of the mare giving birth while being tied 
to a post and then not being able to reach her colt because of the 
length of the tether/tie doesn’t permit her to reach her newborn, 
and ultimately the colt dies. Is this right? Does law enforcement 
have the power to charge a person for neglecting to take care of a 
situation like this? Doesn’t seem to. 
 In the most recent case, we found a horse being chained to a tree, 
(see photos) with the chain around the horse’s neck. The chain was 
not attached to a halter, but was simply secured around the horse’s 
neck. The horse was within mere feet of a major highway, and with 
no water supply available. 
 Is this legal? 
 Yes.
 Does law enforcement need to look beyond their codes and 
realize this is both hazardous to animal and driver? 
 In my opinion,  YES!  
 This particular horse was struck by a car a year ago, according 
to court documents, and yet, the owner fails to understand the 
importance of custom animal husbandry. IERAL received calls 
on this horse for over two months, and at the time of this article, 
nothing has been done.  The horse owner’s approach to IERAL was,  “I 
understand YOU have a problem with my horse?”
 I countered by stating, “No, sir. YOU have a problem with your horse.” 
 Why does it seem that some horse owners really don’t want to 
take responsibility for their horse(s), and blame others for their 
ignorance? Not sure, but possibly if laws could change in Iowa, horses 
like the two I’ve mentioned may have a better life beyond the ditches 
of Iowa. 
 So, what should be done about this tethering issue? Is it 
responsible horse ownership? 
 I’m open to feedback on this ongoing issue, so please feel free to 
contact me or write your legislator, asking them for their support on 
your views of tethering.   (address above)
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This 6 year old Arabian 
gelding is ready for his 
new home.  
He needs that perfect 
new owner who will be 
patient with his special 
needs.
Please inquire about 
Colton today.  

Adoption fees are very reasonable...

For more information on available ADOPTIONS on ...
Horses, stalls or  FENCING !  

PLEASE VISIT: www.iaeral.org  
Iowa Equine Rescue & Awareness League

PO Box 8726 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52408
ksibert@infionline.net

319-560-0347   
(As Always IERAL is in need of donations to help our horses!!!)

2007 HOLIDAY ONLINE AUCTION….  

“WINTTER ROUNDUP AUCTION”

One-of-a-kind hand made QUILT.
Beautiful Afghan throw for cold winter nights.
Framed horse-related arts and crafts, much
more...
Watch website for details on how to get bidding!!!!
  PLEASE VISIT ...
  www.iaeral.org
 For your 2007 holiday shopping!!!


