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second place fi nisher, driving an animal that 
is at least three inches shorter than the rest 
of ponies in the class! After the marathon, 
Jada was still in second place, now only 6 
points behind Shelley Temple. 

Jada’s cones drive was scheduled for 2:54 
PM on Sunday. Her only chance to walk the 
course was before the day’s fi rst competitor, 
scheduled to enter the course at 9:00 AM. So 
she arose early, saw Matt and Xavier off to 
the Philadelphia airport, and then she headed 
for the venue to walk the cones course. 

The fact that two competitors (out of 
70) made the time and only one of them 
was double clear said something about the 
course. It was diabolical. Hank and Jada, 
with Pat grooming, hit six cones, and were 
nine seconds over time.  One of the faster 
runs, but the damage was done . . , with 22.52 
penalty points, Jada slipped to third. Still, a 
great fi nish overall.

A great trip . . . there should be no 
question about whether Jada has earned 
her place in the top tier of drivers in the 
country. Nor should there be any question 
about the importance of her people. Matt 
is a great navigator, working with Jada to 
plan their routes through the hazards, and 
keeping the back wheels on the ground 

through them, so Jada and 
Hank can go as fast as they 
do!  Having Pat Ketterer, 
an Advanced Single Pony 
driver herself, ride with her 
in dressage and cones had a 
calming effect on both Jada 
and Hank. The lesson with Lisa 
Singer two days before the 
event also gave Jada and Hank 
extra confi dence. 

We count ourselves lucky 
to own a pony as spectacular 
as Hank. And even luckier to 
have him driven by an even 
more spectacular driver. 
Congratulations, Jada and 

Hank!!   Still Going Strong!

At Left: Pat Ketterer hangs onto 
the safety strap between her 
legs as Jada executes one of 

the one-handed movements in 
FEI Dressage Test 9.
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Reviewed by Carol M. Upton 

Mares often require special handling 
before their best side is evident ~ 

Betsy Kelleher

In Mares! (Ya Gotta LOVE ’em), Betsy 
Kelleher has assembled a diverse collection 
of tales representing different breeds and 
backgrounds. Each of the fi fty stories has 
one thing in common – they are an inspired 
tribute to the elusive Mare. The book is also 
about women, and the essence of being 
female is an interwoven theme. The original 
true stories, written by 38 different mare 
owners, enlighten and entertain while 
introducing us to the seeming paradoxical 
nature of mares – from stubborn to loving 
to dangerous to protective and loyal.

Mary Wynn Craig’s Lisa, the quarter 
horse with the permanent scowl, will 
capture your heart. Trainer Ron Meredith 
includes an excellent article on Gender 

Differences: Training Mares. If you’ve ever 
loved and lost any horse, you’ll cry when 
young Erin Landers tells the tale of Duchess, 
her very fi rst horse.   You’ll root       

for Factor, the thoroughbred brood mare, 
in Chiropractic Saves a Life. Helen Farley sticks 
with her little bay Abby, despite repeated 
admonishments about mares being no 
good, in the touching Kindred Females.

This book acknowledges the 
unexplainable moments present in the 
lives of horse owners and encourages 
us to fi nd God at work even in more 
diffi cult situations. Some of the stories 
are completely zany and others touch on 
profound sorrow, yet lessons of love and 
hope show up in each tender tale, alongside 
practical tips for handling your mare.

Mares! will leave an impression on every 
horse lover and is an irresistible read for 
those moments when you just want to take 
care of you.

Differences: Training Mares. If you’ve ever 

Mares! (Ya Gotta LOVE ‘em)
Fifty Stories to Aid and Inspire Mare Owners

Matt does what a great navigator does: stay over the back axle and lean into the turn to keep the 
back wheels on the ground as Jada and Hank fly through a hazard.

and Hank. The lesson with Lisa 

event also gave Jada and Hank 
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Betsy Kelleher’s first riding horse was 
a Percheron mare from her grandfather’s 
work team on an Iowa farm. She writes a 

monthly column for the Illinois Horse Network 
newspaper under the heading, 

“Sometimes God Uses Horses.”  
Visit her website, 

www.goduseshorses.com to learn more 
about Betsy, her horses, her books 

and her columns.


